
Mālamalama Waldorf School  

News Notes May 2025
On the Calendar 

News from the Office

Please follow us

Join Waldorf Connect FB 
group
It's a good 'community 
board' for parents to 
connect in a closed group. 

5/2 May day/Lei Day (for keiki and ohana) 

5/3 Spring Faire , May day/Lei Day (the 
greater community)

Mark Your Calendar: June 6 School Beach Day 
Kinderhale Summer Program: June 23–July 31

May 2nd
May Day/Lei Day
Spring Faire Setup 1pm

May 3rd
Spring Faire 10-3 & Student 
Performances @ noon

May 5th
Outreach and Volunteer 
Committee Meeting 3pm

May 13th
Parent Hui Meeting 2:45-4:15 

May 14th 
Grade 3/4  play 5:30pm

May 16th
Site Committee Meeting 1pm

May 19th
Board Meeting 5:30pm

May15th-17th
Grade5/6 Maui Pentathlon Trip

May 16th- May 23rd
7/8  Grade Class Trip to Pacific NW

May 30th
Work Service Hours Due

"The plant turns its blossoms to 
the sun; the soul, in spring, 
turns to warmth and wonder."
— Rudolf Steiner

☕ Join Us for Coffee & Conversation! ☕

Dear Parents,

We’re brewing up something special! Join us every Tuesday morning 
at 8:00 for morning protocol and a delightful chat over coffee and 
tea. It’s the perfect opportunity to connect, share stories, and enjoy 
some time getting to know each other better.

What to Expect:
- ☕ A warm cup of your favorite brew
- 🗣 Engaging conversations
- 🤝 New friendships
- 🎉 A relaxed atmosphere

Where: School Office
When: Every Tuesday at 8:00
Who: All parents are welcome!
Bring your favorite mug and a smile! We can’t wait to see you there!
Warm regards, 
Kelley 



If you have not yet visited the Track It Forward website to 
register yourself or log hours please use this link Track It 
Forward - Malamalama Waldorf School .  If interested there 
is an app you can put on your phone for ease of access.  Find 
it at Google Play Store or Apple Store.  

Your involvement 
in the Hui makes 
all the 
difference—join 
us!!

Notes from 
the Parent 

Hui

Important dates to remember:

Spring Faire: Saturday, May 3rd, 11am-3pm

Parent Hui Meeting: Tuesday, May 13th, 2:45-4:15, Hui 
Lilikoi Yard

Spring Faire is right around the corner and we still need 
volunteers to help bring the magic to life!

Click here to sign up: https://tinyurl.com/2025-Spring-Faire 
or scan the QR code

You can now purchase scrip in advance for food, drinks, and 
activities.  Stop by the school office anytime during school 
hours to grab your scrip and skip the line on Faire day!

Bonus: For every 5 scrip you purchase in advance, you’ll 
receive 1 extra entry into the door prize drawing!

Please join us for the final Parent Hui meeting of the  
school year!

We are in the final stretch but we still have ground to cover 
and things to start thinking about for next year.  Please join 
us - childcare is free!

Need a few more easy service hours?  We are still looking 
for volunteers to make meals for our fabulous faculty at 
their weekly meetings.

If you are interested in this opportunity, have any questions 
about Parent Hui or Spring Faire please email 
parent_hui@hawaiiwaldorf.org

“Take a farewell look at the waves and sky. Take a farewell 
sniff of the salty sea. A little bit sad about the place you are 
leaving, a little bit glad about the place you are going.”

― Robert McCloskey, Time of Wonder

Mahalo nui,

Marissa

Letter from Administration
Congratulations to Brienna!
We’re thrilled to share that Brienna Heltzel, 
substitute teacher and mom to Robin and Dale in 
Kinderhale, has welcomed a healthy baby! Join us in 
sending warm wishes to her growing ʻohana.

Spring Faire – Saturday, May 3rd
Our Spring Faire is coming up fast! We need your 
help to make it a fun, successful day—please sign up 
to volunteer.

We’d love to see all students there for the noon 
performances and our Trash Fashion Show. Keiki (and 
parents!) are invited to create outfits using recycled 
materials.

Welcome, Jade!
Jade Silva has joined our office team and is training 
to take over as Administrative Assistant. A Big Island 
local, she brings warmth and care to our ʻohana.

Mahalo
Thank you for all the ways you show up for our 
school. May is full—let’s move through it together 
with heart and aloha.

DON'T FORGET TO LOG ALL OF YOUR 
HARD EARNED VOLUNTEER HOURS!

Research shows that parent involvement boosts 
student success, making your volunteer efforts 
invaluable to both our community and your child’s 
growth.

Calling All Builders and Makers
Do you have construction experience or land-clearing 
equipment? Are you handy and have time this 
summer? We’re looking for parents who can help us 
clear land and build a shed and outdoor classroom. If 
you’re able to help, please contact Mr. Eric Cox at 
eric@hawaiiwaldorf.org.

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/malamalama-waldorf-school
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/malamalama-waldorf-school
https://tinyurl.com/2025-Spring-Faire


Mahalo to Our Spring 
Faire Sponsors/Donors

Phantasia 
Hawaii



Monthly NewsNotes Advertising 

To the parents who have Boys Ages 11–14.
If you’re looking for something more meaningful than 

just another summer activity—this might be it. 

Foundations is a 6-week mentorship program 

designed for boys who are ready to grow. Through 

outdoor adventures, hands-on projects, aloha Aina, 

group discussions, and team-building, we support 

young men in building confidence, emotional 

awareness, leadership, and real brotherhood.

We keep our group intentionally small (6–12 boys) so 

each participant feels seen, supported, and part of 

something real. The program runs June 17 to July 25, 

Tuesday through Friday, in the Puna District.

Learn more and register at: 

www.simplyguided.net/summer-program

Have more questions?

Contact Cody @ 828•808•0182

Center of Creativity – Summer Camps for 
Children! Ignite imagination and joy this summer 
at the Center of Creativity — a welcoming oasis for 
arts, crafts, and imaginative exploration!  We offer 
enriching camps, programs, and workshops for 
children, teens, and adults — including our 
upcoming Summer Camps led by Uncle Aubrey and 
Aunty Etta Mae.
Learn more and enroll at: 
www.centerofcreativity.org
Questions? Contact Etta Mae at (808) 333-0325 or 
yellowsolarseed@gmail.com

https://www.simplyguided.net/summer-program
http://www.centerofcreativity.org/
http://www.centerofcreativity.org/


Class News May  2025

Class 7/8

Aloha e 7th/8th Grade,

During this time of year, it is amazing to see how quickly it gets lighter each morning and stays light into each evening. 

More flowers are blooming than ever and likewise, we seem to have more activities than ever!

The class has now finished our study of optics and electricity and is now into the final block of the year: anatomy and 

physiology. This year's studies focus on the skeletal and muscular systems. We explore the ingenuity of our bodies as they 

support our ability to be upright and create all of our wondrous activity.

"Look in upon thy wondrous frame, --

 Eternal wisdom still the same!"

 — Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr.

We are at a time of year when we are still having new lessons and yet preparing for all of the activity at the end: class trip, 

8th Grade projects, and graduation.

Please look at the emails I send about the trip and respond ASAP. There are final preparations to make our trip a success.

8th Grade parents, please support your students in this final push of projects. They should be writing up their reports on 

their projects and finishing what they have accomplished to be ready for our presentations.

7th Grade parents, we are ushering in a new school tradition of the parents one year below the graduating parents 

supporting the graduation festivities. That means arranging the meal, setting up, and cleaning up. This will allow our 8th 

Grade families to attend the event and enjoy this momentous occasion. Next year, that same generosity will be shown to 

you by the next batch of 7th Grade families in Mr. Cox's class. Please look for an email from me about how to help.

Finally, May Day/Lei Day is on Friday and Spring Faire on Saturday. All students are expected to attend Spring Faire on 

Saturday, and we need parents to take a shift at volunteering. Go to Track it Forward to get involved.

Happy spring, everyone!

Mahalo,

 Mr. Dewey



Class 5/6

Aloha from the 5th and 6th Grade!

Javelin throwers approach! Look behind you! Stand! Draw back! Throw when 
ready!
 We've been practicing javelin for the last few weeks in preparation for our trip 
to Maui and the Pentathlon games. We have our city-state assignments, we 
have our plane tickets, and soon we will be Maui-bound. We are excited to 
meet new friends, have friendly competitions, and enjoy the island of Maui for 
a couple of days. The class is really looking forward to the trip and to 
competing in the Pentathlon.

The five events are javelin and discus throwing, relay racing, the running long 
jump, and an elegant form of Greek wrestling. We practice not just for speed 
or accuracy with our javelin or distance with our discus, but we participate 
with grace, style, and beauty—each celebrating the glory of the human form, 
as in ancient Greece.

In the classroom, we're leaving ancient Rome. We've glanced at the 
Colosseum, walked down the ancient Forum of Rome, listened to the 
senators, and learned about the wars and the building of an empire. We 
studied the rule of law and the renunciation of kings in favor of a republic. 
We've watched an empire grow and fall. One of my personal favorites is 
Kandaka Amanirenas, the warrior queen of Kush who pushed back against 
the Roman Empire.

In May, sight, sound, temperature, and electricity will fascinate us. We’ll 
embark on our first physics block—a full block of scientific exploration and 
investigation into these exciting subjects. We will also set our sights on 
summer activities and vacation plans.

A big mahalo to:

● Val Webb for continuing to provide the class with water and monthly 
birthday popcorn

● Erica Finnsson for doing classroom laundry and helping to arrange the 
flight to Maui

● Melissa Haskins and Val Webb for organizing food for the Maui trip

● Mitchel Tresslar for securing ground transportation on Maui (and 
generously donating a significant portion of the cost)

● Paul Harwood for a kind donation to our class trip fund

Looking forward to seeing all of you at Lei Day and the Spring Faire.
 Mahalo!



Class 3/4
Dear Class Three/Four,

Weaving on looms, weaving the Maypole ribbons, weaving new friends in with old — it is a year of weaving! We 
are looking forward to sharing the May Day festival with everyone on Friday, May 2 at 10:30 . We will make 
flower lei in the morning to wear at the festival.

Please send flowers with your child that morning. Parents are warmly welcome to come help us make lei; please 
bring extra flowers if you can.

After the student performances, our class has the honor of dancing the Maypole dance! Students are asked to 
wear all white, or a white top and dark-colored pants. I hope you will all be able to come see your sweet children 
on this special day.

The next day, Saturday, May 3 , is our Spring Faire, beginning at 11:00 . The student performances are at 12:00 . 
Our class will be performing and dancing the Maypole dance again. At 1:00  is our Trash Fashion Show!  Our class 
is looking forward to spreading the word to Reduce-Reuse-Recycle  and also to having some fun sharing 
fabulous fashions we have created from trash.

We are currently in a Norse Mythology block. The students are enjoying the stories with the now familiar 
goddesses and gods and all the antics they get into. Composition writing practice has been a large focus of this 
block. The students are learning to put all their wonderful ideas down on paper!

Practice of our play, "Loki and Sif’s Golden Hair,"  has also deepened our Norse Mythology studies, as the 
students strive to become the goddesses and gods they portray. We’re having fun bringing this play to life! The 
performance will be Wednesday, May 14 at 5:30 . Students should arrive no later than 5:00 . Please invite your 
family, friends, and neighbors. We will also have a daytime performance for the school at 10:30 .

There’s so much joy and laughter every day with the class. They are such a pleasure to guide and watch grow. And 
my goodness, they are certainly sprouting up like the springtime flowers.

With gratitude,
 Ms. Jenkins The Magic Piper

There piped a piper in the 
wood
Strange music-soft and sweet-
And all the little wild things
Came hurrying to his feet.
They sat around him on the 
grass
Enchanted, unafraid,
And listened as with shining 
eyes
Sweet melodies he made.
The wood grew green, and 
flowers sprang up,
The birds began to sing;
For the music, it was magic,
And the piper’s name 
was-Spring!
By E.L. Marsh



Class 2

Let the rain bless you, 
let the rain beat upon your head with 
silver liquid drops, 
let the rain sing you a lullaby. 

The rain makes still pools on the 
sidewalk, 
the rain makes running streams in 
the gutter, and I love the rain!

--A morning poem 

Aloha Parents,

In the Classroom
 Grade Two continues to hear biographies of noble people who, through their humble and sometimes bold 
actions, changed the course of history for all humanity.

Last week, as the Merrie Monarch International Hula Festival was celebrated, we heard about one for 
whom we have to thank for its existence: Kumu Hula (Auntie) Edith Kenao Kanaka‘ole. She preserved 
traditional cultural practices during a time when ancestral knowledge was in danger of being erased.
 To learn more:
 https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/edith-kanakaole

This week, we heard about another torch-bearer who helped shape the view of what we know 
today—Mau Piailug, Grandmaster Navigator. He was among the last of the traditional navigators in the 
world and played a key role in the rebirth of Polynesian voyaging. Had his knowledge of wayfinding not 
been passed on, it is likely it would have been forgotten forever.
 https://www.piccom.org/programs/papa-mau-the-wayfinder

Dates and Events
 Friday 5/2 – Lei Day
 Please bring pua (flowers) and lei-making materials. We will make lei as a class during morning lesson 
(after school begins until our 10:00 snack). Afterward, we’ll have our Lei Day performances and 
celebration. Parents—please come and make lei with us. And of course, all ‘ohana are welcome!

Saturday 5/3 – Spring Faire, 11:00 AM
 We do hope all students can be present for this event. There will be student performances early on, so 
please try to arrive at or before 11:00.
 Your parent participation is very much appreciated. If anyone still needs to earn volunteer hours, this 
event is a great chance to do so. It will be a lot of fun!

Mahalo
 Thank you to Rachel, Megan, Kelly, and Dane for helping with reading groups!

With gratitude,

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/edith-kanakaole
https://www.piccom.org/programs/papa-mau-the-wayfinder


Class 1

Dear Families,

April has been an exciting and eventful month for our first graders! We kicked 
things off with an unforgettable field trip to the zoo, where the highlight of 
the day was meeting Romeo, the skateboarding cockatoo. Our students were 
amazed by his tricks and learned a bit about the incredible intelligence of 
birds—what a fun and interactive experience!

We also showcased our hard work from previous months by performing in our 
class play, Snow White and the Seven Gnomes. Our young actors and 
actresses did an amazing job bringing the story to life, and it was a joy to see 
their creativity shine on stage. The play was a great way to practice 
teamwork, confidence, and speaking skills—all while having a lot of fun!

In the classroom, we’ve been making fantastic strides in our reading and 
writing. With all the knowledge we’ve gained this year about letters, sounds, 
and words, the students are beginning to read simple sentences and write 
with greater confidence. It’s been incredible to watch their literacy skills 
grow, and I am so proud of their hard work!

As we look forward to welcoming spring, I am excited to continue deepening 
our knowledge of math and reading. We’ll focus on strengthening our skills 
and preparing for the transition to second grade. I know our first graders are 
ready for the new challenges and opportunities that await them next school 
year, as we plan to combine with the current second grade class to become a 
Grade 2 and 3 class.

Thank you for your continued support and encouragement. It’s been a 
wonderful month, and I look forward to what May brings!

Warmly,

Ms. Cortney Koors

1st Grade Teacher



From the Kinderhale

Dear Kinderhale Families,

These first days of spring are feeling a lot like summer—and we’re not quite there yet! Spring brings 
a quickening to the Earth. The sun gains a renewed strength not found in the winter months. As the 
days grow longer, the plant life grows stronger. The bees are buzzing and the butterflies are 
fluttering by as they visit the multitude of blooming flowers.

The children feel these forces too, often stepping back to revisit previous stages of development. Do 
not be alarmed if your child is exploring patterns you thought were long gone. An individual’s 
development is not a straight line, but rather an ebb and flow—like the tides of the ocean. Each child 
moves forward and back along their own unique developmental path.

It is an amazing responsibility to stand as a teacher beside these children as they unfold into their 
authentic selves. How can we, as the adults most present in their lives, support this unfolding? We 
can ask ourselves: How do our children sleep? How do they awaken? How are they fed? In general, 
how do we, as parents, create rhythms that support our children from the time they wake until the 
time they sleep?

With appreciation,
 The Kinderhale Teachers

 Some Important Upcoming Dates

May Day Festival – Friday, May 2 @ 10:30 AM
 The children will attend with their class. As always, parents are welcome to join.

Spring Faire – Saturday, May 3
 Come celebrate the arrival of spring with your school community! Enjoy arts and crafts, student 
performances, a Trash Fashion Show, and the Maypole Dance. Many craft vendors and good food 
will be present.

First Grade Envisioning Meeting – Tuesday, May 20 @ 5:00 PM
 An invitation to our rising first grade families to gather and form a shared vision and container for 
next year’s first grade class.

Kinderhale Graduation – Friday, May 30 @ 2:30 PM
 All of our Star Children families are invited. This is a special moment to honor the oldest children in 
Kinderhale before they move on to their first grade year.


