
Mālamalama Waldorf School  
News Notes November 2024

Oct. 31 -Nov. 4
Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
(no school)

November 4
Outreach/Fundraising/Dev
-elopment Meeting 
2;45-3:45

November 7
Lantern Walk

November 9
Rummage Sale

November 11th 
Veteran's Day (no school)

November 12th

Picture Day
Parent Hui Meeting- 
2:45-4:15

November  18
Makahiki Hoʻokupu
Volunteer Committee 
Meeting 4-5
Board Meeting 5:30-7:30

November 22
Makahiki Games, 
Performances & Feast
Site Comm. Meeting 1PM

November  26
Open House 11-12:30 PM

November 28-29
Gratitude Day (no school)

On the Calendar 

News from the Office

Kinderhale & Grades 
1-4 will celebrate 
Lantern walk on 
Thursday, November 
7th. Kinder families 
arrive at their 
classroom by 5:30 for a 
story followed by the 
lighting of the lanterns 
and then walk. Grades 
1-4 quietly arrive at 
6:15.

Picture Day!  
Mark your calendars—Picture Day is on November 12th ! Look 

out for order forms that will be sent home by your child’s 

teacher. Please have your child come to school ready for 

photos that day.

Save the date: D
ec 8th - H

oliday Faire

Please follow us

Join Waldorf Connect FB 
group
It's a good 'community 
board' for parents to 
connect in a closed group. 

📢 Monthly NewsNotes Advertising 
Opportunity! 📢

Promote your business in our upcoming 
Monthly NewsNotes. Whether you have a 
small local business, offer services, or have a 
special event to share, this is your chance to 
reach out to our vibrant community.

Cost: $20 per month
Submission Deadline: 20th of the month 
before the month of advertisement

How It Works:
Submit your information to 
info@hawaiiwaldorf.org by the 20th of the 
preceding month. We will review it.
Once approved, your ad will be featured in the 
upcoming Monthly NewsNotes. This is a 
fantastic opportunity to support our school 
community while also potentially benefiting 
our entire school family.
 
Share your offerings and let's grow together!

mailto:info@hawaiiwaldorf.org


Letter from Administration

Notes from the Parent Hui

Important dates to remember:

Parent Hui meeting November 12, 2024, 2:45-4:15, 
Kinderhale Lilikoi Yard

Mahalo nui to everyone who attended the most recent 
Parent Hui meeting.  Special thanks to Zoey for providing 
childcare during our meetings!

We enjoyed a wonderful evening at Food Truck Friday 
which was filled with family, food and friends.  Extra big 
mahalos to Christina Cummins for organizing the event 
and to everyone who contributed to the bake sale.

Parent Hui volunteers did an amazing job with the 
decorations and bake sale for the Trick or Treat Trail; 
pumpkins and mushrooms and bats, Oh My!  We'd like to 
give our gratitude to Kelly Marshall for her amazingly 
creative ideas and crafty hands.

Please join our next Parent Hui meeting on 11/12 right 
after school where we will talk story, share a lesson in 
anthroposophy, work together on a craft and collaborate 
on ways to contribute to our vibrant school community.  
All are welcome!

If you have any questions about Parent Hui please email 
parent_hui@hawaiiwaldorf.org

"No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”

From Aesop's Fable, The Lion and the Mouse

Your involvement in the Hui makes all 
the difference—join us!!

Aloha  M ālamalama Ohana,

A heartfelt mahalo nui loa to everyone who poured their 

energy and love into making our Walk-a-Lap event a 

success! The keiki ran with such joy and dedication, and it’s 

all thanks to the incredible support and volunteerism that 

we are able to offer these meaningful experiences. The 

Trick-or-Treat Trail was another wonderful day full of 

smiles and memories, and we thank each of you for helping 

create this magic for our children.

Please remember to send thank-you cards to your 

Walk-a-Lap sponsors for their generous support! And, as we 

look ahead, we invite you to bring donations to the office 

for next week’s Rummage Sale on November 9th, which 

supports our 7th/8th grade trip fundraiser.

November is truly a special month, filled with cherished 

traditions! We look forward to our Lantern Walk, the joy of 

the Makahiki Games, and the warmth of our Day of 

Gratitude. A reminder that Picture Day is just around the 

corner as well.

And in time for holiday gift-giving, we’ll soon have a fresh 

selection of beautiful African baskets available for 

purchase. These make wonderful, unique gifts and are a 

lovely way to support our school community.

With gratitude for this wonderful season and for all you do,

Warmly, Administration

Faculty Announcements

We bid a heartfelt farewell to Ms. Savery, our 

dedicated Math Specialty Teacher and Title I 

Math Tutor. Since joining us in the 2020/21 

school year, she has brought a rigorous and 

engaging math education to our middle 

school students and has supported students 

in grades 2-8 through her tutoring. Ms. 

Savery’s presence will be deeply missed by 

her students and colleagues alike, and we 

wish her all the best in her future endeavors.

Volunteer Corner 

We’re excited to introduce Track It Forward, a simple and 
convenient tool for logging volunteer hours and tracking 
donations! You can access Track It Forward on the web or through 
their app, making it easy to sign up to help with upcoming events 
and log your hours from anywhere. If you haven’t already, please 
follow the link or use the QR code  Track It Forward - Malamalama 
Waldorf School

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/malamalama-waldorf-school
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/malamalama-waldorf-school


 Grade 7&8 Fundraiser 
Rummage Sale 
Announcement:

We are asking for 'ohana to begin collecting 
items for the rummage sale. Any gently used 
clothing, furniture, toys, etc. to donate to the 
school for the rummage sale. All items need to 
be in good working use.  We will begin storing 
items in the side conference room in the office.

Want to become a vendor at the 
Holiday Faire December 8th and set 
up a booth?
Please ask at the office!

Come Get Coffee and Support 

7th/8th Grade!

 Mondays  from 7:30-8:30 AM, 

grab a coffee and breakfast items 

to support our 7th and 8th 

graders' fundraiser. We 
appreciate your support!



Steps of Joy: Keiki Moments from the 2024 Walk-A-Lap



 Aloha e 7th/8th Grade Families,

I’m looking forward to meeting with you all soon 
for Parent Teacher Conferences. There is so 
much good work from students to share.

The students have been honing their writing craft 
with creative writing these last few weeks. I’m 
excited for them to share some of their work with 
you on Tuesday November 19th at 6pm. We have 
been working through different expressions of 
feelings (ie wonder, wish, surprise) as well as 
techniques and writing forms. I was particularly 
moved by the students’ compositions on 
something they wished was better in the world. It 
revealed to me their big hearts and the particular 
issues that personally touch each of them.

I also revealed to the students our play, A Mid 
Summer Night’s Dream. We won’t perform until 
March. We’ll begin next week by reading a prose 
version of the play before diving into the script 
itself, then look at casting and memorizing. I’ll 
reach out at another time with how you could help.

11/6 Hōkūle'a Field Trip
Mahalo to all who have already volunteered to 
drive! I have down that Linda, Kelley, Mary, Nyree, 
and Davina can drive. Mahalo nui loa.
I will be sending home forms to be signed and 
returned ASAP.

Mahalo a a hui hou!
Mr. Dewey

In a world of hues and whispers soft,
Where dreams take flight on wings aloft,
A canvas blank, a mind awash,
Creativity’s brush in a seamless swash.

Class News November 2024



Aloha from the 5th 6th grade!

We have had a busy and exciting October!  We are 
finishing up our Greek History block and heading into 
Geometry Construction.  

We had a great volunteering field trip to Rainbow 
Friends Animal Sanctuary.  The students had the 
opportunity to help with much needed cleaning to the 
cat houses there.  We then had the privilege to groom 
and love on many of the cats housed there.  
We are looking forward to constructing circles, lines, 
angles and other sacred geometry.  We are also 
beginning to practice Makahiki games and Pentathlon 
games as well.  

I would like to send out a specific thanks to Stephanie 
and Lera from grade 5-6 for helping to put on a great 
Trick or Treat Trail.  A big mahalo for all the support 
from parents.  It was a great event.

Mahalo
Mr. Cox



Aloha Class Three/Four,

We are entering the month of November, which I like to think of as the month of gratitude. There is so
much to be grateful for! I encourage the class to find a new thing to be grateful for each day this month.
Though our seasonal shifts are in some ways more subtle than in other parts of the world, still we feel
the seasons change. There’s a coolness in the early morning air, the rains have returned, and there is a
special golden light with the rising sun.

We are busy in class in a multifaceted math block learning about the measurement of capacity, both
liquid and dry measure, the measurement of weight, and learning about money. Money calculations
naturally lead to practice with column addition and subtraction and a review of carrying and borrowing.
The use of the decimal point will be introduced through money calculations. We will be making a little
model store with which to practice our, money skills. Please send in clean containers, small empty boxes
of cereal, crackers, seaweed, etc. for the students to “sell” to each other in their model store. We are
also practicing double digit multiplication and long division. Please practice multiplication tables with
your child as much as possible to support their continued progress.

There are a lot of events coming up this month! To begin with, we will be having a lantern walk on
Thursday November 7. Please meet in our inside classroom quietly at 6:15. KH will be walking before us,
so we need to have a quiet arrival. The students will make lanterns in school. Please bring candle
lanterns as able for yourselves. We will walk around the yard singing lantern light songs with our path
kindled by the lantern light. All family members are warmly welcome to attend.

The Makahiki festivities will begin with the opening ceremony and ho’okupu offerings on November 18.
On Thursday November 21 we will make soup for our festival the next day. Please send 2-3 vegetables
with your child as well as a cutting board and knife for cutting up vegetables. Parent help is welcome
and needed! Please let me know if you are able to supervise the creation of the soup. Friday November
22 is our Thanksgiving /Makahiki celebration. There will be student performances, Lonoimakahiki games
and a feast. Family, friends and neighbors are warmly welcome to attend. Let’s sit by our class picnic
tables, so I am able to share this wonderful feast with all of you. We are all so busy and it’s wonderful to
have a moment to get together.

Mahalo nui loa to all of the families able to volunteer in a multitude of ways. A special mahalo to
Makeshta, (Kaimana’s dad) for spreading the gravel trail, Ivan, (Eva’s dad), for spreading the gravel
under the picnic tables and around campus, Leigh (Maggie’s mom), and Jewel ( Beija’s grandmother) for
steady reading group support, and Lana and Hope for reading group support and Raine (Beija’s
mom) for doing weekly laundry. Your help supports the wonderful learning environment that we have
here at our school.

With gratitude,
Ms. Jenkins



Aloha Dear Second Grade Families, 

There are many topics to cover in these Autumn days approaching holiday season. I
Thanks everyone who was able to participate and support at our school walk-a-lap fundraiser last week. The 
students always enjoy this event and they really brought their best efforts! We are so proud of them. And even 
though the laps have been walked there is still time to collect pledges and donations to help our school! please 
check your children's packets for more information. 

In the classroom
In this math block the students have been remembering and practicing concepts that were introduced last year 
(multiplication tables and skip counting, odd and even numbers, place value, and number patterns). Of course 
the content is brought in a new and fresh way and it is astounding to see in the review the deepening of the 
children's grasping of these phenomena. For example we are using 10-pointed number wheels to illustrate the 
different ways of counting by two's three's four's five's and sixes. Every morning we practice mental math using 
different pictures from our daily stories. Our story content is drawn from Aesop's fables and Jataka tales.

Upcoming Events and reminders 
10/31, 11/1, 11,4 - parent teacher conferences (no school)
11/7 - Lantern Walk (6:15)
11/11 Veterans Day (no school)
1122- Lonomakahiki - games performances and feast 
11/28-29 Gratitude day (no school)

Other reminders 
Please ensure your child has the following. Rain gear. Many boots and jackets were taken from school to 
accommodate the possibility of rain at walk-a-lap and should be returned. We have gardening class on 
Wednesdays, many students need gardening gloves. Some children are coming to school without water bottles 
or enough food for the whole day. In the morning they voice that they are ready to eat at 9:00. If they don't 
intake a big breakfast be sure to pack extra and they can even have a nibble before school.

Thanks again to everyone who volunteered at walk-a-lap
Thank you for all of those that serve on our school board of directors and various committees.
Thanks Julie (Eleanor 's tutu) for bringing tomatoes for share! Yum!

Warmly, Mr Ragland

Little drops of water, 
little grains of sand, 
make the mighty Ocean 
and the pleasant land. 
Little deeds of kindness 
and Little words of Love 
make the earth a paradise 
just like heaven above. 

  - a morning circle poem



The Sunlight fast is dwindling,
My little lamp needs kindling.
Its beam shines far
In darkest night.
Dear lantern guard me
With your light.

Greetings from Grade One,

In October, our journey through 
language arts continued to blossom as 
we began our second block, immersing 
ourselves in the magic of fairy tales to 
introduce new consonants. After our 
extended October weekend, we’ll 
conclude our consonant discoveries 
and step into our second math block, 
where the delightful Math Gnomes will 
lead the way!

As we prepare for November, we’re 
especially looking forward to our 
upcoming Lantern Walk on November 
7th—a time-honored event that invites 
our younger students to carry their 
light through the darkening days of 
fall. The theme of Gratitude will guide 
our days as we reflect on the gifts of 
the season, leading us into the warmth 
of our Thanksgiving holiday.



Glimmer lantern glimmer,
Little stars a shimmer
Over meadow, moor and dale
Fitter flutter elfin veil
Pee wit pee wit
 Tikka-tikka-tikk
 Rucoo Rucoo

Glimmer lantern glimmer
Little stars a shimmer
Over rock and stock and stone
Wander tripping little gnome
Pee wit pee wit
 Tikka-tikka-tikk
Rucoo Rucoo

Dear Kinderhale Ohana,

Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on October 31, November 1, and November 4. A family 

member for each child is encouraged to schedule a meeting with their child’s teacher. Please note 

that school will not be in session on these days.

Our Lantern Walk Festival will take place on November 7. Waldorf Education celebrates this festival 

by making lanterns with the children and gathering for an evening Lantern Walk. The essence of this 

festival is to acknowledge the light that shines forth from each of us. This light needs to be 

protected, just as the lights inside our lanterns do, so they don't blow out.It is important to 

remember as the light fades the season it's each of us can share our inner light with those who need 

it during this time.

This event has a quiet, reverent mood, offering a time of reflection. Kinderhale families will gather in 

their classrooms at 5:30 p.m. for a short story and songs as lanterns are lit. The walk will begin at 

5:45 p.m., and grades students will start at 6:15 p.m. Allowing the children to take this feeling into 

their sleep by going to bed quickly afterwards and making sure that they've had dinner first let's the 

festival live deeply in the children. 

School will be closed on November 11 in observance of Veterans Day.

On November 18, we invite each family to bring a ho'okupu (offering) to honor Lonomakahiki. A 

tower will be built to receive these offerings, which should be plant manifestations of the akua, 

appropriate for this meaningful occasion.

Traditional offerings 
Pigs: The best pigs were offered as ho'okupu. (We will not be accepting pigs)
 Taro: A staple food of the ancient Hawaiians. 
 Sweet potatoes: Signified the relationship between humans and the gods. 
 Feathers: A forest product that was offered as a ho'okupu. 
 Woven mats: A durable item that was offered as a ho'okupu. 
 Hawaiian bark cloth: A durable item that was offered as a ho'okupu. 
 Black coconut: The cracking of the coconut marked the opening of the ceremony. 
 Lama wood: Symbolized enlightenment. 
 'Awa: A ceremonial drink made from the kava root. 
 Breadfruit: Symbolized growth. 
 Bananas: Some varieties were considered kinolau of Lono. 
 Gourd of Lono: A gourd containing fresh spring water. 
 Fresh water: Gathered from sources around Ka Pau ʻĀina ʻO Hawaiʻi

On November 22, we will hold Grades performances and a feast in celebration

of the Lonomakahiki games. Kinderhale students will attend the Grades 
performances.

School will be closed on November 28 and 29 in observance of Thanksgiving.


