
Mālamalama Waldorf School  

News Notes January 2025

January 7th 
Students Return to School

January 13th 3-4
Outreach and volunteer committee 
Meeting 

January 14th 2:45-4:15
Parent Hui Meeting

January  20th
MLK Jr. Day, No school

January  24th 1pm
Site Committee Meeting

January 27th 5:30pm
Board meeting

January  28 11am-12:30pm
Open House

On the Calendar 
News from the Office

Please follow us

Join Waldorf Connect FB 
group
It's a good 'community 
board' for parents to 
connect in a closed group. 

Sign up for Kinderhale soup 

Attention grades students! Our Kinderhale 
Kitchen serves organic, hot and delicious soup 
made out of vegetables from the school 
garden  with bread from a local bakery  every 
WEDNESDAY for lunch. If you'd like to enjoy 
this meal, please sign up at the office. 
GF/vegan options available
Cooked with love!

Mark your calendar:
2/12- 3/12 early enrollment for 25-26
2/15-18  Waldorf teachers conference 
(different from parent conferences) no 
school

NO SCHOOL  January 20th
In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Aloha Mālamalama 'Ohana,

Happy New Year!  We hope you had a restful break 

and are excited to welcome everyone back to 

campus. We can’t wait to see your shining smiles 

and hear the sweet sounds of laughter filling the 

air once again.

Early enrollment for the 2025-2026 school year  

is open from February 12 to March 12 . This is 

your opportunity to secure your child’s spot in 

grades or kinderhale and take advantage of a 

tuition discount for grades students.

If you’re applying for tuition adjustments, please 

submit your application in a timely manner  to 

ensure eligibility and secure available funds.

We’re also seeking a volunteer builder  to help 

create a covered produce stand  for our 

community. This stand will allow families to share 

extra produce and take what they need, fostering a 

spirit of giving. If you can help, please contact the 

office.

Mahalo,

The Office Team



Letter from Administration

From The Board

Aloha MWS ‘Ohana,  

As we step into the New Year, we reflect on the joy and togetherness December brought to our community. Mahalo 
nui loa to all the volunteers who poured their time and hearts into making our festive events so special. The Pāhoa 
Parade was a beautiful celebration, showcasing our school’s creativity, spirit and amazing singing voices! The Festival 
of Lights illuminated the beauty of the season, while the Winter Faire brought us together in warmth, laughter, and 
holiday cheer.  

A highlight of the season was the Winter Advent Spiral, a reverent and deeply moving tradition that calls us to turn 
inward and connect with the light within. Walking the spiral in quiet reflection reminds us of the beauty and peace 
that come from slowing down and embracing the spirit of the season. This sacred moment was a gift to our school 
community, and we are so grateful for all who helped bring it to life.  

Looking ahead, January promises new opportunities for growth and connection. Classes are diving into fresh projects 
and themes, infusing creativity and curiosity into the classroom. The Parent Hui is gearing up for exciting activities, 
volunteer opportunities and more support for our families and faculty—stay tuned for updates!  

As we move forward into 2025, we are seeking dedicated volunteer board members who share a commitment to the 
mission of our school and a passion for helping guide it into the future. If you feel called to serve in this way or know 
someone who would be a good fit, we welcome your involvement and support.

Thank you for being part of this vibrant and growing community. Together, we are building something truly special.

With gratitude,  Mellissa Haskins  President, Board of Directors  

Fundraising/Development Committee
We’re excited to report the success of this year’s Winter Faire! Thanks to many volunteers, we raised about $1,500 
and welcomed friends from the community for a day of holiday shopping and beautiful weather. Special mahalo to 
Kelly Marshall and Marissa Agnew for their incredible support and organization.

Our regular meetings are held on the first Monday of each month from 3:00-4:00 PM behind Mr. Cox's classroom. In 
January, the meeting will be on Monday, January 13, due to school closure on January 6.

We’re thrilled to welcome Leah White, a parent volunteer with experience in planning fundraising calendars for 
non-profits, who will help us develop and organize the school’s fundraising calendar. If you’d like to help improve 
fundraising or support our plans, please join us!

Mahalo  from the Fundraising and Development Committee!!

Join the Site Committee!

Our school is nestled in a beautiful country setting, offering students opportunities for nature walks, gardening, and 

botany studies. The Site Committee helps guide the development of our campus, including exciting projects like 

completing our GO building and library, expanding the school garden, and creating a food forest and native plant 

area.The committee also supports smaller projects like gravel spreading, fruit tree planting, and gutter cleaning. New 

members with enthusiasm are always welcome! We meet on the third Friday of each month at 1:00 PM .

Join us for our next meeting on Friday, January 24, at 1:00 PM .



Volunteer Corner 
Thank you so much for your continued support, 

time and effort with all of your volunteer hours! 

If you have not yet visited the Track It Forward 
website to register yourself or log hours please use 
this link Track It Forward - Malamalama Waldorf 
School .  If interested there is an app you can put on 
your phone for ease of access.  Find it at Google 
Play Store or Apple Store.  

Important dates to remember:
Parent Hui Meeting: Tuesday, January 14th, 2:45-4:15, 
Kinderhale Lilikoi Yard

Mahalo nui to everyone who contributed their talents and 
valuable time to making the Winter Faire a super success!  
Parent Hui put out a call for help and so many members of 
our amazing community showed up for our keiki.  Thank 
you for attending the Friday craft parties, volunteering at 
the Faire itself, making contributions to the door prize 
giveaways, and all of the behind the scenes prepping and 
planning you did to make the Faire a day to remember.
We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all 
those who contributed to the Faire, especially Kelly 
Marshall, Stephanie Chin and Erica Finnsson for far 
exceeding any expectations.
Please join our next Parent Hui meeting on 1/14 right 
after school where we will discuss plans for 2025, 
including (yes, already) preliminary ideas for Spring Faire. 
All are welcome!

If you have any questions about Parent Hui please email 
parent_hui@hawaiiwaldorf.org

“Never do anything by halves if you want to get away 
with it. Be outrageous. Go the whole hog.”
— Ronald Dahl, Matilda

Your involvement 
in the Hui makes 
all the 
difference—join 
us!!Notes from 

the Parent 
Hui

DON'T FORGET TO LOG ALL OF YOUR HARD 
EARNED VOLUNTEER HOURS!

Winter Faire Gratitude

Mahalo nui loa to everyone who helped make our 

Winter Faire a success! A very special thanks to Kelly 

Marshall, whose leadership, direction, and dedication 

made the Winter Faire possible. If it weren’t for her, this 

cherished event wouldn’t have happened!

Special thanks also go to Jeanette Yamashiro for 

crafting the delicious ulu chowder, Mikelle Best for 

donating all the ulu, and Stephanie Zens for sourcing 

additional ingredients and securing generous donations 

from KTA Super Stores. Parent Hui head Marissa Agnew 

led the planning of crafts, with the entire Parent Hui 

team meeting weekly to prepare. Erica Nunez created 

and ran the enchanting Winter Wonderland, with Grade 

5/6 students contributing beautiful decorations.

The bake sale was a hit—thank you to everyone who 

contributed baked goods! We also had over 26 amazing 

vendors, including many Malamalama students and 

families. Mahalo to AlohiWai, Pele’s Kitchen, Etta Mae, 

and the parents and staff who donated door prizes.

A heartfelt thank you to all volunteers who supported 

the Faire, from set-up to clean-up, serving food, selling 

scrips, prepping crafts, and helping with the game zone 

and parking. Your efforts made the Winter Faire a truly 

magical event for our community!

Volunteer Task Force

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/malamalama-waldorf-school
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/malamalama-waldorf-school


Our upcoming Open House on January 

28th  is  a wonderful opportunity for 

prospective families to learn about our 

programs and meet our faculty.

Please share this event with friends and 

family who may be interested in becoming 

part of our Mālamalama ‘ohana!

Greetings from the Garden.  

Our garden continues to grow and looks beautiful.  
Parents, if you have not had the opportunity to visit 
our garden let one of the teachers know and we can 
show you around.  

I'm pleased to announce that we have received a 
$30,000 grant from Puna Strong. to enhance and 
further develop our garden and gardening 
curriculum.  Thanks to Udi Butler for submitting that 
and additional upcoming grants.  

This grant will fund part of the enhancement to the 
garden area that will include: expanding our 
composting capability; building a larger covered area 
which will serve as an outdoor garden classroom 
space, tool and supply storage, and provide water 
catchment; and a shade structure to expand the 
garden to include a food tree nursery.  All of these 
will take some time to build up and parents that are 
interested in any of these areas - especially during 
garden class time - please contact your child's 
teacher.  

Additional community inputs that are needed and 
welcome are, wooden pallets, weeding or green 
waste harvesting (weedeating and collecting), small 
tree cutting and chipping, and heavy machine work - 
especially clearing where the proposed covered areas 
will be built.  Covered structure and shed building 
will also require volunteers at some point.  

If you have questions or would like more information 
about participating with the garden program, please 
contact Mr. Cox.  

Out In The Garden



December Fun!



Class News January  2025

Class 7/8

Aloha e 7th/8th Grade Families,
2024 ended with so many memorable moments with all of you and 
the 7th/8th Grade students: Winter Spiral, Pahoa Parade, Winter 
Faire, and Festival of Lights. Mahalo to all of you that helped bring 
these magical events into reality!

This next block we enter into our first studies of chemistry. Our 
focus will be on combustion (fire!) and on acids and bases. 
Students will get to hone their lab report skills that they learned 
at the beginning of the year in physics, and we will continue to 
make use detailed drawings to demonstrate our accurate 
observations. What is amazing about the study of chemistry is how 
we are asking the students to look outside themselves, but many 
of the processes we are observing are directly related to our inner 
processes as well that they learned about last year in physiology. 
With our studies, we try as much as possible to help them develop 
living pictures of the phenomenon and not simply names of 
concepts. 

When you gaze into the flickering flames of a bonfire, it doesn't 
take much thought to realize how inadequate the word "fire" is to 
describe all that is taking place and is never static.
As we enter into the new year with burning enthusiasm, I will 
leave you with this poem by Friedrich Nietzsche:

Yea, my origin I know
Hungry as the fire’s glow
Burning and consuming me,
Light it is to which I cleave,
Carbon only when I leave,
Fire am I, certainly.

Happy New Year Everyone!
-Mr. Dewey



Class 5/6

Happy New Year from the 5th/6th Grade class.  

We all hope you had a relaxing winter break, ate lots of 
wonderful holiday food, saw lots of friends and loved ones 
and are ready for the new year to begin.  

The 5th and 6th grade class is heading into the a block of 
North American Geography.  We study the biomes, major 
rivers and mountains, the plains and coastal areas that make 
up the continent.  We'll explore how the geographical 
features influenced the cultural development in those areas.  
Students will do a small project on a state or region 
highlighting its particular features, culture and aesthetic.  

In January we will begin work on our play, a comedy about 
the Trojan War which will be staged in February. We will 
have another volunteer opportunity at Rainbow Friends 
Animal Sanctuary and continue our preparations for the 
Pentathlon Games.  

Aloha from the 5th/6th grade class.  We wish you a blessed 
and fulfilling 2025 

Here is an excerpt from I am the Great 

River by James Travis Spartz talking 

about the Mississippi River:  

"These are sacred waters, among 

sacred hills.

The newcomers conveniently forget, in 

the name of Progress.

Their illness is Separation.

But it is not too late. The People know 

we are connected. Kin.

 

Hills. Waters. Woods. Life. Inextricable.

The lifeblood of this great valley, where 

we join together.

Confluence of summer; gathering in 

the fall; retreat in winter; renewed by 

the spring.

 

Hear me on the wind. Here and now.

Feel my currents swell. Call my name, 

in whisper or whoop.

Dance with me, make music. Like the 

migrating birds. Manifest.

 

I remain true, Wakáŋ Tipi. We are here 

together. Dwelling.

Wherever your footsteps tread. This is 

our sacred place.

Be in the here-and-nowness; stay alive 

in the Becoming.

Dynamic emergence is our bond.

 

I am the Great River. Let us roll on 

forever. Together."



Class 3/4

Dear Class Three/Four,

I hope everyone enjoyed time with family and friends over the winter holiday and are 
refreshed and ready for all the adventures 2025 will bring! We will begin the year with a 
Norse Mythology block. All of the goddesses and gods of the Norse myths and all the antics 
they get into are sure to delight. This block will also be an opportunity for the class to 
strengthen their writing skills. Just before the winter break, the student’s writing abilities 
were really beginning to blossom. I look forward to seeing their growth in this area! The 
students all have so many wonderful ideas to share and it’s gratifying to watch them grow in 
their ability to get their thoughts down on paper.

Mahalo nui loa for all the wonderful and generous Christmas gifts! It truly touched my heart 
to feel so appreciated. It’s wonderful to see our class ohana grow together and I look forward 
to many more years together! The Festival of Lights was such a beautiful way to close the 
year. The students sang and played so beautifully and I was very proud of them. I would like 
to have a class meeting/get together this month date to be decided soon. I look forward to 
sharing this spring’s curriculum plans and also have the opportunity to get to know each 
other more.

Mahalo for sharing your precious children with me,
Ms.Jenkins



Class 1
Happy, healthy new year to everyone! December was brimming with school activities and 

excitement, and I hope the winter break has allowed everyone to unwind and recharge. 

In December, we wrapped up our math block, which focused on the four fundamental operations. 

During the final week of school, we had some fun embarking on quests with our Math 

Gnomes—Timmy Times, David Divide, Piper Plus, and Melody Minus—to tackle some 

holiday-themed number challenges.  A heartfelt thank you to Talu's parents for providing our 

classroom holiday tree; it was delightful to have a live tree spreading holiday joy in our space. I 

also want to extend my gratitude to everyone who contributed decorations and refreshments for 

our party. At our party, the students were thrilled to receive their new crayon rolls, crafted by 

Kumara's mom and me. It was truly heartwarming to witness their joy as they accepted these 

thoughtful, handmade, and essential gifts. I'm certain we won't miss the clatter of the tin crayon 

boxes dropping to the floor!

In January, we will learn about the singing letters - the vowels. The vowel sounds transport our 

souls out of our bodies. They sing! They sing different sounds! How magical!! We will explore their 

distinctive melodies and the way they imbue our words with emotion as we journey through each 

of them in our vowels block.

Warmly, Mrs. Koors

The Rainbow by Walter De La Mare
I saw the lovely arch
Of Rainbow span the sky,
The gold sun burning
As the rain swept by.

In bright-ringed solitude
The showery foliage shone
One lovely moment,
And the Bow was gone.



From the Kinderhale

Aloha Kinderhale Ohana,

We hope you have had a restful break, and we are excited to see the children. The new year 

provides us all the opportunity to reset and begin again with our best intentions in living 

life as our best selves.

When we resolve to do something or to change an aspect of the way we meet the world, we 

are providing a valuable example of what it means to be human. When our children see us 

striving to be our best, engaging in meaningful work, or finding joy in the simplest task or 

activity, we give them a picture worthy of imitation.

Everything that is in the young child’s environment becomes a part of them through this 

capacity to imitate. It is not only what is done, but who we are: the thoughts and feelings 

we hold, the quality of the language spoken, the pace at which life is lived. Everything the 

young child experiences becomes a part of them.

As we begin again together, we can be mindful of how we are together. We can slow down, 

be present, show warmth and interest in others, observe and listen, and create rhythms 

that connect us with the beautiful place that is this Island.

As the adults in our children’s lives, we have the opportunity to be the example and to be 

the change we wish to see in the world.

We are looking forward to being back together at school again.

With Aloha,

The Kinderhale Teachers

    

"The Child’s New Year"

The old year now has passed away,

A new year has begun.

What it will bring of joy or sorrow

We cannot know today.

But this we know, for good or ill,

We have our work to do;

And every child within our care

Is looking to us still.

Then let us strive with all our might

To be to them a light,

That they may tread with confidence

The path of truth and right.

So when another year has gone,

And we are here once more,

We all may feel that we have done

Our work better than before.

— Dorothy Harrer


